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To: National Park Authority, 25 November 2022 
From: Catherine Mealing-Jones, Chief Executive 
 

Audit Report 
 

Decision Required YES ☐ / NO ☒ Agenda Item 11 

 

Recommendation 

Consider the Audit of Accounts Report 

Note the significant issues arising from the Audit of Accounts. 

 

Key Messages 

Audit Wales are minded to issue an unqualified opinion on the 2021-22 statement 
of accounts. 

Audit Wales note that the process around the audit was difficult and protracted in 
part due to the loss of corporate knowledge when key staff departed the Authority 
in FY 21/22.   

Key staff and the Audit Wales team have put a significant amount of work into the 
production and audit of the accounts. 

Appendix 3 to the report notes a number of corrections made by management 
which are drawn to the attention of Members of the Authority. Members should 
also note two uncorrected non-trivial misstatements.   
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Background 

 
The audit of the Authority’s accounts for financial year 2021/22 by Audit Wales is a 
significant and piece of work which underpins our governance and assurance 
processes.   
 
It is positive that the Auditors are minded to issue an unqualified opinion on the 
accounts, however there were some significant issues which protracted the audit 
considerably, and a number of corrections made by management which should be 
noted and steps should be taken by the Authority to ensure that this is not the case 
next year.   
 
The Authority’s longstanding s151 officer left the Authority at the end of the 21/22 FY 
and the current s151 officer unavoidably had no handover with them which made her 
task particularly challenging.  
 
Following the certification of the accounts, a separate audit report will be prepared 
which will notify the Authority of a number of recommendations and report on 
progress with outstanding recommendations from the same process in previous 
years.  
 
Relation to Authority Priorities 

 
The annual audit of accounts is a key element of the Authority’s governance 
processes.  
 
Impact Analysis 

 
Financial – The additional complexity of producing the audit this year will arise in an 
increased audit fee which will be notified in due course. 
 
Legal – no specific issues 
 
Diversity – no specific issues 
 
Human Resources – no specific issues. 
 
Sustainability – no specific issues. 
 
Risk 

 
Appendix 3 of the report contains a number of issues which it took significant time 
and effort to address.  Lessons should be learned from the production and audit of 
the accounts which mean that the process for FY 22/23 is smoother. The follow up 
audit will be helpful in this regard. 
 
Conclusion and Next Steps 

 
Members are asked to consider this report and the issues arising from it. 
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Appendix One: Audit of Accounts Report 

 
 


